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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 25 and 
26 recite the reference character "cap". However, the Specification page 1 - 19 does 
not disclose nor identifies the reference character "cap". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 25 and 26 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 25 
and 26 recite the reference character "cap". However, the Specification page 1-19 
does not disclose the reference character "cap". Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Applicant 
Attempted Filed Prior Art. Applicant Filed Prior Art Figure #6 discloses the three 
dimensionally contoured plastic substrate (See Figure 6) and insulation disposed on the 
three dimensionally contoured plastic substrate (See Figure 6). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hockenberry et al., (U.S. Patent Number 4671570) in view of Miyaake et al., (U.S. 
Patent Number 6333466). Hockenberry et al., discloses the three dimensional 
contoured plastic substrate (See Column 3, lines 43 - 45). 

However, does not disclose the insulation disposed on the three dimensionally 
contour plastic substrate. 

Miyaake et al., teaches the insulation disposed on the three dimensionally 
contour plastic substrate (See Column 3, line 32 - 39) for the purpose of providing 



durability. 
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It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation disposed on the three dimensionally contour 
plastic substrate as taught by Miyaake et al., with the earner of Hockenberry et al., in 
order to enhance production durability. 

7. Claims 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hockenberry et al., (U.S. Patent Number 4671570) and Miyaake et al., (U.S. Patent 
Number 6333466) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Menegatto (U.S. 
Patent Number 5431004). Hockenberry et al., and Miyaake et al., disclosed the 
invention substantially as claimed. Miyaake et al., discloses the insulation is adhesively 
attached to the plastic substrate (See Column 3, lines 32 - 36) for the purpose of 
providing adequate anchoring. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation adhesively attached to the plastic substrate 
as taught by Miyaake et al., with the carrier of Ahrens in order to enhance adequate 
anchoring. 

However, Hockenberry et al., and Miyaake et al., does not disclose the insulation 
comprised of nonmetallic particles. 

Menegatto teaches the insulation is comprised of nonmetallic particles (See 
Column 4, line 45) for the purpose of providing additional flexibility without 
compromising durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation comprised of nonmetallic particles as taught 
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by Menegatto with the carrier of Ahrens in order to enhance flexibility without 
compromising durability. 

8. Claims 3 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hockenberry et al., (U.S. Patent Number 4671570) in view of Miyaake et al., (U.S. 
Patent Number 6333466) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Raines 
(U.S. Patent Number 6974007). Hockenberry et al., and Miyaake et al., discloses the 
invention substantially as claimed. Hockenberry et al., discloses the plastic substrate 
(See Column 3, lines 43 - 45). Miyaake et al., discloses the insulation having thickness 
(See Column 2, lines 48 - 63). 

However, Hockenberry et al., does not disclose the insulation having the 
thickness of no greater than 0.10 inch and is kept at the temperature that is at or below 
200 degrees Fahrenheit due to the insulation. 

Raines teaches the insulation that is kept at a temperature due to insulation (See 
Column 4, lines 58-62) for the purpose of providing protection. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation of Raines having the thickness of no greater 
than 0.10 inch and is and the plastic substrate at the temperature that is at or below 200 
degrees Fahrenheit due to the insulation, since it has been held that where the general 
conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable 
ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In reAller, 105 USPQ 233. 
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Regarding claim 4, Miyaake et al., discloses the insulation is comprised of 
nonmetallic particles in the adhesive binder, the insulation adhesively adheres to the 
plastic substrate (See Column 3, line 32 - 39), the insulation forms the layer on the 
plastic substrate that is thinner than the thickness of the plastic substrate, and the 
insulation has the thickness of between 0.10 inch and about 0.01 inch (See Column 3, 
lines 39 - 43) for the purpose of providing adequate anchoring. 

It would have been obvious to one to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to make the insulation of Raines comprised of nonmetallic 
particles in the adhesive binder, the insulation adhesively adheres to the plastic 
substrate, the insulation forms the layer on the plastic substrate that is thinner than the 
thickness of the plastic substrate, and the insulation has the thickness of between 0.10 
inch and about 0.01 inch as taught by Miyaake et al., with the carrier of Ahrens in order 
to enhance adequate anchoring. 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the insulation forms the layer on the plastic 
substrate of Raines that is thinner than the thickness of the plastic substrate, and the 
insulation has the thickness of between 0.10 inch and about 0.01 inch, since it has been 
held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, 
discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Aller, 105USPQ233. 
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Regarding claim 5, Hockenberry et al., and Miyaake et al., discloses the 
invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Hockenberry et al., and Miyaake et al., does not disclose the insulation 
comprised of radiant heat deflecting particles received in the binder and the insulation 
adhesively adheres to the plastic substrate. 

Raines teaches the insulation comprising of radiant heat deflecting particles 
received in the binder and the insulation adhesively adheres to the plastic substrate 
(See Column 4, lines 58 - 62) for the purpose of providing protection. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation of Raines comprised of radiant heat 
deflecting particles received in the binder and the insulation adhesively adheres to the 
plastic substrate as taught by Raines with the carrier of Hockenberry et al., in order to 
enhance reliability. 

Regarding claim 6, Raines discloses the insulation is comprised of radiant heat 
deflecting particles that prevent the plastic substrate from reaching the temperature of 
any greater than 155 degrees Fahrenheit (See Column 4, lines 58 - 62). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation of Raines comprised of radiant heat 
deflecting particles that prevent the plastic substrate from reaching the temperature of 
any greater than 155 degrees Fahrenheit, since it has bee held that where the general 
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conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable 
ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re Alter, 105 USPQ 233. 

9. Claim 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hockenberry et al., (U.S. Patent Number 4671570) in view of Miyaake et al., (U.S. 
Patent Number 6333466) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Powell et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) and Raines (U.S. Patent Number 6974007). 
Hockenberry et al., and Miyaake et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

Powell et al., teaches the carrier (10) has the portion (26) that receives and 
supports the object (See Column 3, lines 8 - 11 & lines 19-21). 

However, Powell et al., does not disclose the insulation keeps the object at the 
temperature that is at or below 100 degree Fahrenheit due to the insulation. 

Raines teaches the insulation keeps the object at the temperature that is at or 
below 100 degrees Fahrenheit due to the insulation (See Column 4, lines 58 - 61) for 
the purpose of preventing the product from excessive heat exposure. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make insulation of Raines that keeps object at the temperature 
that is at or below 100 degree Fahrenheit due to the insulation, since it has been held 
that where the general conditions of the claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering 
the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In reAHer, 105 
USPQ 233. 
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Regarding claim 15, Powell et al., discloses the carrier (10) has the compartment 
in which the object is supported and received (See Column 3, lines 8-11). 

However, Powell et al., does not disclose the insulation keeps the object at the 
temperature that is at or below 100 degree Fahrenheit due to the insulation. 

Raines teaches the insulation keeps the object at the temperature that is at or 
below 100 degrees Fahrenheit due to the insulation (See Column 4, lines 58-61) for 
the purpose of preventing the product from excessive heat exposure. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make insulation of Raines that keeps object at the temperature 
that is at or below 100 degree Fahrenheit due to the insulation, since it has been held 
that where the general conditions of the claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering 
the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re Alter, 105 
USPQ 233. 

10. Claims 7, 8 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Powell et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) in view of Raines (U.S. Patent 
Number 6974007). Powell et al., discloses the plastic substrate comprises the shell 
(22) of the carrier (See Figure 1 ) and further comprising the layer overlying the shell 
(22) (See Column 1, lines 48 - 67). 

However, Powell et al., does not disclose the insulation disposed between the 
carrier and the layer. 
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Raines teaches the insulation disposed between the carrier and the layer (See 
Column 4, lines 54 -61) for the purpose of providing protection and durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation disposed between the carrier and the layer 
as taught by Raines with the carrier of Powell et al., in order to enhance durability.. 

Regarding claim 8, Powell et al., further discloses the earner comprises the 
motorcycle saddlebag (10) and the layer overlying the shell is comprised of leather (See 
Column 1, lines 64 -67 & Column 2, line 1). 

Regarding claim 12, Raines discloses the insulation reduces heat flux to the shell 
(12) as compared to the earner having the shell (12) and the covering with no insulation 
therebetween. 

However, Raines does not disclose the insulation reduces heat flux to the shell 
by at least 20%. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation of Raines reduces heat flux to the shell by at 
least 20%, since it has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are 
disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only 
rutine skill in the art. In reAller, 105 USPQ 233. 
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1 1 . Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) and Raines (U.S. Patent Number 6974007) as 
applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of Price, Sr. (U.S. Patent Number 
5299832). Powell et al., and Raines disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Powell et al., and Raines do not disclose the carrier comprising the 
motorcycle tour pack. 

Price, Sr., teaches the carrier comprises the motorcycle tour pack (162) (See 
Figure 14) for the purpose or providing additional storage items. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the earner comprise the motorcycle tour pack as taught by 
Price, Sr., with the carrier of Powell et al., in order to enhance addition storage 
capacitiy. 

12. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell 
et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) and Raines (U.S. Patent Number 6974007) as 
applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of Clerkin et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6007150). Powell et al., and Raines disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Powell et al., and Raines do not disclose the vehicle seat assembly. 
Clerkin et al., teaches the vehicle seat assembly (See Figures 1, 2 & 4) for the purpose 
of providing multi-functional capabilities. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the vehicle seat assembly as taught by Clerkin et al., with 
the carrier of Powell et al., in order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

13. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell 
et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) and Raines (U.S. Patent Number 6974007) as 
applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of Narula et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6309126). Powell et al, and Raines disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 
Powell et al., discloses the shell (22) (See Figure 1). 

However, Powell et al., and Raines do not disclose the shell comprised of high- 
density polyethylene. 

Narula et al., teaches the shell (12) is comprised of high-density polyethylene 
(See Column 3, lines 2 - 12) for the purpose of providing adequate durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the shell comprised of high-density polyethylene as taught 
by Narula et al., with the earner of Powell et al., in order to enhance product durability. 

14. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell 
et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) and Raines (U.S. Patent Number 6974007) as 
applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of Kourtides et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
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5296288) and Calzavara et al., (U.S. Patent Publication Number 2003 / 0236043 A1). 
Powell et al., and Raines disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Powell et al., and Raines do not disclose the insulation comprised of 
the insulating material that includes at least one of the silica and the ceramic and the 
binder that includes at least one of the acrylic, the epoxy, and the latex. 

Kourtides et al., teaches the insulation is comprised of the insulating material that 
includes ceramic (See Column 11, lines 9 -10) for the purpose of providing reliability 
and durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation comprises of ceramic material bonded to 
each exterior surface as taught by Kourtides et al., with the carrier of Powell et al., in 
order to enhance reliability and durability. 

Calzavara et al., teaches the insulation material includes the binder that includes 
acrylic (See Paragraph 0001, 0004, 0023 & 0035) for the purpose of providing reliability 
and durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation including the binder that includes the acrylic 
as taught by Calzavara et al., with the carrier of Powell et al., in order to enhance 
reliability and durability. 

15. Claims 16, 17 & 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Powell et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) in view of Raines (U.S. Patent 
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Number 6974007). Powell et al., discloses the plastic substrate (See Column 1, lines 
48 - 50); the outer covering of the flexible material (See Column 1 , lines 64 - 67) (See 
Figure 1). 

However Powell et al., does not disclose the insulation disposed between the 
plastic substrate and the outer covering. 

Raines teaches the insulation disposed between the plastic substrate and the 
outer covering (See Column 4, lines 54-61) for the purpose of providing durability 
protection. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation disposed between the plastic substrate and 
the outer covering as taught by Raines with the carrier of Powell et al., in order to 
enhance durability and product protection. 

Regarding claim 17, Powell et al., discloses the earner (See Figure 1) comprises 
the saddlebag (See Figure 1), the outer covering is comprised of leather (See Column 
1 , lines 64 - 67), synthetic leather or vinyl and the plastic substrate (See Column 1 , 
lines 48 - 50). 

However, Powell et al., does not disclose the insulation is disposed between the 
heat source of the vehicle to which the earner is mounted and the plastic substrate. 

Raines teaches the insulation is disposed between the heat source of the vehicle 
to which the carrier is mounted and the plastic substrate (See Column 4, lines 54-61) 
for the purpose of providing durability protection. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation disposed between the heat source of the 
vehicle to which the carrier is mounted and the plastic substrate as taught by Raines 
with the carrier of Powell et al., in order to enhance durability and product protection. 

Regarding claim 19, Powell et al., discloses the plastic substrate (See Column 1, 
lines 48 - 50). 

However, Powell et al., does not disclose the vehicle comprises the motorcycle, 
the heat source comprises the exhaust system of the motorcycle, and the outer 
covering overlying the portion of the motorcycle exhaust system. 

Raines further discloses the vehicle (See Column 2, lines 30-31) comprises the 
motorcycle (See Figure 1), the heat source comprises the exhaust system of the 
motorcycle (See Figure 1), and the outer covering overlie the portion of the motorcycle 
exhaust system (See Figure 1 ). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the vehicle comprises the motorcycle, the heat source 
comprises the exhaust system of the motorcycle, and the outer covering overlying the 
portion of the motorcycle exhaust system as taught by Raines with the carrier of Powell 
et al., in order to enhance product durability. 

16. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell 
et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) and Raines (U.S. Patent Number 6974007) as 
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applied to claim 17 above, and further in view of Kourtides et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
5296288). Powell et al., and Raines disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 
Raines discloses the vehicle (See Figure 1) comprises the motorcycle (See Column 2, 
lines 30-31) (See Figure 1), the heat source comprises the exhaust system of the 
motorcycle (See Figure 1). 

However, Powell et al., and Raines do not disclose the insulation is comprised of 
one of silica and ceramic material. 

Kourtides et al., teaches the insulation is comprised of ceramic material (See 
Column 1 1 , lines 9-10) for the purpose of providing durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation comprised of ceramic material as taught by 
Kourtides et al., with the carrier of Powell et al., in order to enhance durability. 

17. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell 
et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) and Raines (U.S. Patent Number 6974007) as 
applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of Prince, Sr., (U.S. Patent Number 
5299832). Powell et al., and Raines disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 
Powell et al., discloses the outer covering is comprised of leather (See Column 1, lines 
58 - 61 ), synthetic leather or vinyl, the vehicle comprises the motorcycle (See Column 
2, lines 58-62) and the plastic substrate (See Column 1, lines 48 - 60). 

However, Powell et al., does not disclose the insulation disposed between the 
heat source of the motorcycle to which the carrier is mounted and the plastic substrate. 
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Raines teaches the insulation is disposed between the heat source of the 
motorcycle to which the carrier is mounted (See Column 4, lines 54 - 61 ) for the 
purpose of providing protection. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation disposed between the heat source of the 
motorcycle to which the carrier is mounted as taught by Raines with the carrier of 
Powell et al., in order to enhance product durability and protection. 

However, Powell et al., and Raines do not disclose the earner comprising the 
tour pack. Price, Sr., teaches the carrier comprises the tour pack (162) (See Figure 14) 
for the purpose of providing additional mobile transportation storage capacity. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the tour pack as taught by Prince, Sr., with the carrier of 
Powell et al., in order to enhance addition storage capacity. 

18. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell 
et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) and Raines (U.S. Patent Number 6974007) as 
applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of Clerkin et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6007150) and McClintock et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6093910). Powell et al., and 
Raines disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 

Howevier, Powell et al., and Raines do not discloses the carrier comprises the 
vehicle seat assembly that includes the seat occupant supporting surfaces and the seat 
cushion overlying the plastic substrate, the plastic substrate comprises the three 
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dimensionally contoured seat pan of the vehicle seat assembly, and the insulation is 
disposed, between the seat cushion of the vehicle seat assembly and the seat pan of the 
vehicle seat assembly. 

Clerkin et aL, teaches the carrier (See Figure 1) comprises the vehicle seat 
assembly (See Figure 1) that includes the seat occupant supporting surface (40) (See 
Figure 1) and the seat cushion (39) overlying the plastic substrate (68) (See Column 7, 
lines 4-6) (See Figures 2 & 4), the plastic substrate (68) comprises the three 
dimensionally contour seat pan of the vehicle seat assembly (See Column 7, lines 1 - 
4) for the purpose of providing adequate ergonomics. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the carrier comprises the vehicle seat assembly that 
includes the seat occupant supporting surfaces and the seat cushion overlying the 
plastic substrate, the plastic substrate comprises the three dimensionally contoured seat 
pan of the vehicle seat assembly as taught by Clerkin et al., with the carrier of Powell et 
al., in order to enhance ergonomics! 

McClintock et al., teaches the insulation is disposed between the seat cushion of 
the vehicle seat assembly and the seat pan of the vehicle seat assembly (See Claim 14) 
for the purpose of providing durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to the insulation disposed between the seat cushion of the vehicle 
seat assembly and the seat pan of the vehicle seat assembly as taught by McClintock et 
al., with the carrier of Powell et al., in order to enhance durability. 
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19. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell 
et aL, (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) in view of Jones et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
5628436). Powell et al., discloses the plastic inner shell (See Column 1 , lines 61 - 62) 
having the plurality of end walls and the plurality of sidewalls defining the cavity 
therebetween; the outer covering that covers the exterior surface of each one of the end 
walls and the sidewalls (See column 1, lines 57 - 61). 

However, Powell does not disclose the insulation disposed between the outer 
covering and the exterior surface of each one of the end walls and the sidewalls. 

Jones et al., teaches the insulation disposed between the outer covering and the 
exterior surface of each one of the end walls and the sidewalls (See Column 1 , Iines46 
- 50) for the purpose of providing protection and product durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation disposed between the outer covering and 
the exterior surface of each one of the end walls and the sidewalls as taught by Jones 
et al., with the carrier of Powell et aL, in order to enhance product durability. 

20. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell 
et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6223960) and Jones et al., (U.S. Patent Number 5628436) 
as applied to claim 22 above, and further in view of Narula et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6309126). Powell et al., discloses the vehicle comprises the motorcycle (See Column 
2, line 58 - 62) and the shell (See Column 4, lines 38 - 40). 
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However, Powell et al., does not disclose the shell comprised of the 
polyethylene. 

Narula et al., teaches the shell (12) is comprised of the polyethylene (See 
Column 3, lines 2-12) for the purpose of durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the shell comprised of the polyethylene as taught by 
Narula et al., with the carrier of Powell et al., in order to enhance durability. 

However, Powell et al., does not disclose the insulation is comprised of one of 
silica and ceramic material bonded to each exterior surface. 

Kourtides et al., teaches the insulation is comprised of ceramic material bonded 
to each exterior surface (See Column 1 1 , lines 9 - 1 1 ) for the purpose of providing 
reliability and durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation comprises of ceramic material bonded to 
each exterior surface as taught by Kourtides et al., with the carrier of Powell et al., in 
order to enhance reliability and durability. 

Regarding claim 24, Powell et al., further discloses the cover (22) (See Figure 1), 
the outer covering (See Column 1 , lines 55 - 61 ) that covers the exterior surface of the 
cover (22). 

However, Powell et al., does not disclose the insulation disposed between the 
cover and the outer covering. 
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Jones et al., teaches the insulation disposed between the outer covering and the 
exterior surface (See Column 1 , Iines46 - 50) for the purpose of providing protection 
and product durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the insulation disposed between the cover and the outer 
covering, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a 
device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

21 . Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jones et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 5628436) and in view of Powell et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6223960). Jones et al., discloses the inner shell (34) (See Figure 1) having at least one 
sidewall (See Figure 1) that defines the article holding cavity (See Figures 1 - 3); the 
first insulation disposed between the first outer covering and the exterior surface of the 
sidewall (See Column 1 , lines 46 - 50); the second insulation disposed between the 
second outer covering and the exterior surface of the cap (48) (See Column 3, lines 38 
-39). 

However, Jones et al., does not disclose the first outer covering that covers the 
exterior surface of the side wall; the cap that is hinged attached to one of the inner shell 
and the first outer covering; the second outer covering that covers the exterior surface 
of the cap. 

Powell et al., teaches the first outer covering that covers the exterior surface of 
the side wall (See Column 1 , lines 64 - 67); the cap (22) that is hinged (24) attached to 
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one of the inner shell (20) and the first outer covering (See Column 3, lines 7-8) (See 
Figure 2); the second outer covering that covers the exterior surface of the cap (22) 
(See Column 1 , lines 57 - 61 ) for the purpose of providing durability and product 
reliability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the first outer covering that covers the exterior surface of 
the side wall; the cap that is hinged attached to one of the inner shell and the first outer 
covering; the second outer covering that covers the exterior surface of the cap as taught 
by Powell et al., with the carrier of Jones et al., in order to enhance product reliability 
and durability. 

22. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jones et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 5628436) and in view of Powell et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6223960) and Kourtides et al., (U.S. Patent Number 5296288). Jones et al., discloses 
the inner shell (34) (See Figure 1) having at least one sidewall (See Figure 1) that 
defines the article holding cavity (See Figures 1 - 3); the first insulation disposed 
between the first outer covering and the exterior surface of the sidewall (See Column 1 , 
lines 46 - 50); the second insulation disposed between the second outer covering and 
the exterior surface of the cap (48) (See Column 3, lines 38 - 39). 

However, Jones et al., does not disclose the first outer covering that covers the 
exterior surface of the side wall; the cap that is hinged attached to one of the inner shell 
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and the first outer covering; the second outer covering that covers the exterior surface 
of the cap. 

Powell et al., teaches the first outer covering that covers the exterior surface of 
the side wall (See Column 1 , lines 64 - 67); the cap (22) that is hinged (24) attached to 
one of the inner shell (20) and the first outer covering (See Column 3, lines 7-8) (See 
Figure 2); the second outer covering that covers the exterior surface of the cap (22) 
(See Column 1 , lines 57 - 61) for the purpose of providing durability and product 
reliability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the first outer covering that covers the exterior surface of 
the side wall; the cap that is hinged attached to one of the inner shell and the first outer 
covering; the second outer covering that covers the exterior surface of the cap as taught 
by Powell et al., with the carrier of Jones et al., in order to enhance product reliability 
and durability. 

However, Jones et al., does not disclose the first and second insulation is 
comprised of one of ceramic particles and silica particles. 

Kourtides et al., teaches the first insulation is comprised of ceramic particles (See 
Column 1 , lines 9-10) for the purpose of providing reliability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the second insulation comprised of ceramic particles as 
taught by Kourtides et al., since it has bee held that mere duplication of the essential 
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working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis 
Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

Conclusion 



Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1.111, including: The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 ll(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 



Application/Control Number 10/735,235 



Page 25 



Art Unit: 3727 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




JESF.PA8CUA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



LLV 

August 15, 2006 



